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Crew Halfway Boxes Update
Thanks to the generosity of supporters, most items on the 
single sailors halfway box list have been obtained. The Fami-
ly Readiness Group, however has updated some of the num-
bers of items they need. They have also created a wish list 
for monthly morale boxes that they will be pu   ng together 
for the en  re crew. These will consist of li  le toys, games, 
treats, and decora  ons for the crew to enjoy together. The 
updated lists are:

Single Sailor wish list:

h  ps://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/CRMBHB7ZK-
GQF?ref_=wl_share

Crew Morale Wish list:

h  ps://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2CSJX-
5SOL1F0X?ref_=wl_share

Please consider contribu  ng to this eff ort to support the 
crew. Purchases should be made by July 10th.

 Captain Koepp Change of Command
Recently Associa  on President Don Price and his wife 
Sheri a  end Captain Reed Keopp’s Change of Command in 
Charleston, SC. Here is his descrip  on:

Sheri and I represented the Associa  on at the Change of 
Command in Charleston on May 26th.  CAPT G. Reed Koepp 
II, former Commanding Offi  cer of COLORADO, relieved CAPT 
Stephen E. Mongold.  It was the fi rst  me in 45+ years that I 
had been back to what was once the Naval Weapons Sta  on 
Charleston and is now the Naval Support Ac  vity Charleston.  
I was last there in the mid-1970s when my boat, SSBN 645, 
was in dry-dock undergoing a mini-overhaul.  The NPTU is 
home to what were once called Nuclear Power School (now 
in modern looking mul  -story classroom buildings; mine 
was in WW2 era buildings in Bainbridge, MD) and Proto-
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type (now on board 3 decommissioned nuclear submarines, 
mine was at a land-based nuclear prototype plant in Wind-
sor, CT).  The change of command took place outside under 
a beau  ful blue sky and pleasant weather.  Several hundred 
NPTU students and staff  were in a  endance.  CAPT Koepp 
acknowledged, during his remarks, how much he appreciat-
ed a  endance by the Associa  on, and their support while 
he was on COLORADO.

The keynote speaker was Admiral James F. Caldwell, Jr., Di-
rector, Naval Nuclear Propulsion, the posi  on Admiral Rick-
over held for many years.  A  endees included former COL-
ORADO Engineer, LCDR Derik W. Rothchild, now assigned to 
NPTU and so will once again work for CAPT Koepp.

Following the ceremony we a  ended a recep  on for CAPT 
Koepp’s family and friends.  At the recep  on I spoke with 
Admiral Caldwell about the Associa  on and presented him 
with a USS Colorado mask (because when asked, he said: 
No, I don’t have a mask with a submarine on it).  So now he 
does. 
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Associa  on Visit to Groton
 Ten Associa  on members were in New London, CT for ac  v-
i  es with COLORADO on 3-5 Jun: Don and Sheri Price, Rick 
and Donna Riessen, Jarrod Veteto and Anna Kessler, Alan 
and Rita Buck, and Bill Rinz and Stephanie Carlino.  A Great 
Time was had by all!  Many memories made, old friendships 
renewed, and new friendships established.

Thursday a few of us met with Steve Finnigan, curator of 
the Nau  lus Museum.  Steve maintains notebooks with 
pictures and news clippings for all submarines. I took the 
opportunity to look through the SSBN 645 notebook and 
took photos of some interes  ng pictures to take to my 645 
reunion this fall.  We had dinner Thursday night with IO-
WA’s CO, CDR Quen  n James, XO, LCDR Randall Riewerts, 
and COB, ITSCM Larry Alger, who was recently relieved as 
COLORADO COB.  IOWA and COLORADO have established 
a special rela  onship, including temporarily assigning crew 

from one boat to the other, trading Chief’s of the Boat, and 
pledging to be available for the families of one boat when 
the other is deployed.  The two COs, CDR James of IOWA 
and CDR Garth Storz of COLORADO are good friends and 
even had orders, at one point in  me, to each other’s boats.

Friday morning found us at the pier alongside COLORADO 
for an all hands muster and awards ceremony for the com-
bined crews of COLORADO and IOWA.  Rick presented a USS 
Colorado Submarine Associa  on plaque to CDR Storz which 
we installed on the boat on Saturday morning.  It now re-
sides in a prominent loca  on in a main passageway where it 
will stay for the life of the boat in recogni  on of the support 
we have provided, and will con  nue to provide, to COLO-
RADO.  At the Friday morning ceremony, both crews were 
assembled by department, not by boat.  Both COs spoke 
of their decision to have an ongoing rela  onship between 
the boats.  Former COB Alger gave a moving speech about 
his  me with COLORADO and then played his guitar and 
sang a song he had wri  en for the occasion about his  me 
on board to the tune of Bye Bye Miss American Pie (but in 
this case: Bye Bye Colorado Goodbye).  All hands from both 
boats joined in singing together the fi nal refrain.
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Join the Associa  on
If you are interested in more directly suppor  ng the crew, 
please consider becoming a USS Colorado Submarine As-
socia  on Member. We work to support the crew and their 
families and show the states’ support for our namesake 
submarine. Our dues go to fund a number of diff erent ac  v-
i  es to help the boat.

For more details please: visit our web site
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